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UM GRADUATE STUDENT FROM LEWISTOWN WINS RESEARCH HONORS
MISSOULA--
Dustin Slivka, a University of Montana graduate student in exercise physiology from 
Lewistown, was a top-five finalist for the overall student research award at the 2001 
Northwest American College of Sports Medicine Conference, held last month at Willamette 
University in Salem, Ore.
The competition for the award included master’s and doctoral students.
Slivka developed simple tests to estimate use of oxygen at the ventilatory threshold, a 
marker of the level of work intensity that can be sustained for several hours. His work could 
lead to determinations of risk for heart disease, diabetes and high blood pressure from being 
overly sedentary.
He worked under the supervision of exercise physiologists Assistant Professor Steven 
Gaskill and Associate Professor Brent Ruby at UM’s Human Performance Laboratory.
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